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INTELLIGENCE. FROM INDIA. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Carey, tothe 
Rev. Dr. Rogers, dated Calcutta, March, 1810. 


My dear Brother, 


BY Dr. Phillips of the Mercury, I have an opportunity of 
writing, which I embrace, though nothing of a very remarkable na- 
ture has tranfpired fince I wrote laft. Through the goodnefs of 
God we are now ina ftate of tranquillity, and perhaps it would be 


wrong if I did not add, of profperity. The Lord has gracioufly. 


given a degree of fuccefs to his word in this country, which is high- 
ly encouraging. Brother Chamberlain has within the laft fix 
months baptized about fifty foldiers belonging to the military fta- 
tion at Burhampore, and the work there is ftill going on ; I am 
informed that the fongs of Zion are now heard in every part of 
the barracks, where but a few months ago little was heard befides 
the yells of profanenefs. The work appears to have begun inde- 
pendently of means, to have been much ftrengthened by the la- 
bours of Rev. Mr. Parfons, an evangelical epifcopal minifter, and 
to have been {till further extended by the labours of brother Cham- 
berlain. Thefe perfons (I mean thofe firft brought under con- 
cern) were convinced of the importance of believers’ baptifm be- 
fore they had any acquaintance with any Baptift minifter, merely 
by the word of God, and it was by the mereft accident that one 
of them in converfation hinted his fentiments to brother Merden, 
of whofe fentiments he was ignorant. His furprife was great, 
when he found that brother Merden’s fentiments coincided with 
his own ; and the refult has been a gradual fpread of conviction 
Ww 























20 ey | ars 
eae AE Hu ae 


ee eee 
Me 











354 Intelligence from India: 


upon that fubje&, and 2 gradual fpread of divine influence in that 
part of the army. May it continue till the whole lump is leaven- 
ed with the knowledge of the gofpel. 

Our brother Carapeit Aratoon has alfo been very fuccefsful in 
the diftria@ of Jeffore. Within a few months near thirty have been 
added to that church. That church is compofed entirely of na- 
tives, formerly Hindoos, or Muffulmans. Some of them live ata 
great diftance from others. Some thirty, others fifty, others 
eighty, and one or two an hundred miles from the place where 
brother Carapeit refides. To remedy the inconvenience of thefe 
diftant members coming fo far to attend divine ordinances, our 
brother has propofed to adminifter the Lord’s Supper every 
Lord’s day, but at four different places, one each week, fo that 
the members who live neareft each of thefe places may be able to 
attend there, and by that means all of them have an opportunity 
of communicating, at leaft, once a month. 

At Calcutta and Serampore we have feldom been a month, 


without baptizing one or more. [I think there are now about - 


twenty perfons in Calcutta who attend our worfhip, who are un- 
der concern of foul, befides others who attend the miniftry of 
Mr. Thomafon, of the church of England. There are, I believe, 
about ten perfons in Serampore who are defirous of joining the 
church. “‘any who have joined us at Calcutta are native Por- 
* tuguele, ». 2ral of them from the church of Rome, and others 
nominal Proteflants ; thofe at Serampore are native Hindoos, &c. 

In the other churches the increafe has been fmall, and in one or 
two inftances there has been a decreafe, yet the work has, I truft, 
taken root, a knowledge of divine things has been fpread abroad, 
a fpirit of inquiry excited, and favourable fymptoms of feveral 
kinds appear in this quarter of the world. ‘Two things are now 
particularly necefflary, viz. a — number of labourers in the 
harvelt, and the almighty influence of the divine Spirit to make 
the word fuccefsful. , 

I have mentioned the ftate of tranflations of the Scriptures, ina 
letter to Dr. Staughton. The whole Bible is now publithed in the 
Bengalee language; a circumftance for which I can never be 
fufficiently thankful. Oh may the Lord make it the power of his 
grace to the falvation of many ! The other tranflations are going 
forward, and fhould I live to the ordinary age of man, I may be 
bleffed with the pleafing fight of the Bible in ten or a dozen of 
the oriental languages. 

I greatly rejoice at the good which the Lord is doing in various 
parts of America, and particularly at three things ; the forming 
of miffion focieties, and fending of the gofpel to the Indians. 
The gradual civilization of the Indians, and the formation of Bible 
focieties. To thefe I might add the efforts.making to abolih fla- 
very. There is one thing, my dear brother, to which the atten- 
tion of the churches or of chriftian individuals in America appears 
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not to have been called. I mean the tranflation of the fcriptures 
into the Indian languages. I knowthere is a tranflation into one 
of their languages, but why not into all of them? How eafily 
might this be done by making that ufe of Indian interpreters 
which is conftantly done upon political and commercial occalions! 
Such a work, fuperintended by good men, who have a competent 
knowledge of any of the Indian languages, might be accomplifhed 
to great advantage. Or, which is perhaps the beit way, a num- 
ber of individuals, fay one or two to each language, might pri- 
vately labour in this work, and by each of them retaining a good 
Indian interpreter, soon accomplifh this moft defirable undertak- 
ing, fo that, on this plan, the Bible might be publifhed in every 
Indian language fpoken through America in the fhort {pace of 
ten or a dozen years from this time. And to what more import- 
ant undertaking could any man devote his life, than that of mak- 
ing the Indians hear the wonderful works of God in their own 
languages? Do, my dear brother, labour to your utmott to in- 
duce thofe who are qualified, or may be qualified for this work to 
engage in it.* 


Accept the aflurance, that I am, 


very affectionately yours, 
W. CAREY. 


Rupe? 
«va 


Calcutta, 8th March, 1810. 





* We think our venerable friend has wholly mistaken the character 
of the North American Indians. Did Dr. Carey know, that they are to- 
tally ignorant of letters, that they have no written or printed characters of 


anv kind by which they either convey or receive ideas, he would perceive, 


as we do, thatto translate the Scriptures into their languages would be 
useless, They could as easily read them in the original Hebrew and 
Greek, or in the English language, as in their own. They must first be 
taught the use of letters, or a translation would be of no more use to them, 
than a Bengalee Bible would be to us. 


The translation formerly made by the apostolic Eliot has long since be- 
come entirely useless. Scarcely an Indian now remains, who can either 
read or understand a word of it. Indeed it is thought that the language 
itself is nearly extinct. However this may be, it is certain, that E/iot’s 
Indian Bible can now be found only in some public libraries, or in the 
cabinet of the antiquary. 


It is also said, that within a few years past, a translation of the Gosped 
of Maré into the Mohawk language has been made, by Capt. Brant, (an 
Indian, who has received an English education) but this, like the other, 
is rather considered as a curiosity to the learned, than of any real service 
to the Indians. Until, therefore, these wandering tribes can be civilized 
and taught the use of letters, itis utterly impossible to convey the knowl- 
edge ofthe gospel among them by means of a translation, EDITOR. 
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Extraé of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Carey, to the 
Rev. Dr. Staughton of Philadelphia, dated Calcutta, 
March 8, 1810. 


My dear Brother, 


A multiplicity of engagements of one kind or another have fo 
taken up my time, that I shall fearcely be able to write to you be- 
fore the failing of the fhip by whickI fend this. I will however 
try to give you a fhort sketch of the ftate of things with us, though 
there is no very material alteration fince I wrote to you laft. 

The work of tranflating the word of God ftill goes forward, 
and [ now entertain fome hope of living to fee it completed and 
printed in twelve of the eaftern languages. The probable period. 
of human life will admit of this, and it is what my foul defires. 
Formerly I thought that if I could but fee the whole Bible trans- 
lated into the language of Bengal, and printed, I could fay with 
Simeon, “ Lord, now letteft thou thy férvant depart in peace.” 
I have been fpared to fee that, and to correct a fecond edition of 
fome of its moft important parts ; and have feen much more than 
my moft fanguine expectations could then have grafped. About 
half of the whole fcriptures are printed in the language of Oorif- 
fa. The New Teftament and half the pentateuch in Sangskrit, 
nearly the whole New Teftament in Hindoofthannee, (the whole 
Bible is tranflated into this language except the pentateuch) half 
the New ‘T'eftament in the Mahratta language, (the whole New 
Teftament, except a few chapters, and a large part of the Old, are 
tranflated into this language,) the gofpel by Matthew in Chinefe, 
and Mark begun (the tranflation far advanced,) and tranflations 
into five other languages more or lefs advanced. In one of them, 
viz. the language of the Seekhs, we have commenced printing. 
From a review of the prefent ftate of thefe:tranflations, I feel en-. 
couraged to entertain the hope that I may fee thefe works finith- 
ed, or in fo forward a ftate as to enfure their completion. There 
are at leaft twenty other languages more, fpoken in the Eaft, in- 
cluding the iflands, into no one of which a fingle fentence of the 
word of God is yet tranflated. It is not, however, too much to 
entertain the hope, that we may foon fee a beginning made in fev- 
eral of thefe languages’ 

Another circumftance which may be confidered as highly im- 
portant to the eaftern world, is a ftep lately taken by the corref- 
ponding committee of the Britifhand Foreign Bible Society, of 
which three of us are members : this is the forming a Bibliotheca 
Biblia in Calcutta, in which Bibles of all forts and in all lan- 
guages will be placed for fale at low prices. This plan was propo- 
fed by Rev. Mr. Brown, and will, I truft, do much towards giving 
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an extended circulation to the Bible, as it is not unlikely that in- 
dividuals may purchafe copies to diftribute to the poor of this 
and the neighbouring nations. 

We'made an attempt laft new year’s day to raife a fund for a 
charity {fchool in Calcutta, and I think the profpeét is at prefent 
highly encouraging. In fhort, we have made a beginning, and 
have already between thirty and forty {cholars on the eftablifhment, 
moitly the children of poor Portuguefe. 

This is a fhort account of the ftate of things with us at prefent. 
sind ona review thereof, Imay, 1 believe, call upon my dear 
brother Staughton, to join me in giving thanks to the Lord for his 
glorious acts. Little did either you or I think, when we met with 
other brethrea at Kettering Veftry, at which time you and dear 
Pearce put Ram Bofhoo’s hymn into Englifh verfe ; little, I fay, 
did either of us think then that the undertaking which was at that 
time but like an embryo, would have had the fuccefs it has had. 
I did expe@ fuccefs, and 1 had my eye upon the tranflation of 
God’s word into one language at that time ; but the whole was 
then rather like a pleafing reverie, than a reality. To God beall 
the glory of what has been done, and may he carry on his work 
to perfection. 7 

I hope the difpute between England and America is by this 
time amicably fettled. What eventful times are thefe ! The tem- 
poral dominions of the Pope gone, the reiterated prayers of God’s 
people for many ages are thereby anfwered. Babylonis falling, 1 
may almoft fay fallen. The vengeance of the Lordis going forth 
againft all the popifh nations, and it furely is not too much to expect 
that all political eftablifhments of religion will foon fall, and that 
Mahommedonif{m will alfo foon lofe the fupport of governments. 
Even fo, O Lord, haften it in its time. i 


Yours, very affectionately, 
W. CAREY. 


——agp :: >: : ae 


Extract of a letter fromthe Rev. Mr. Chamberlain, 
to the Rev. Ir. Staughton, dated Rehoboth, 


(India) Jan. 26th, 1810. 


My dear Brother, 

Since I wrote laft I have been informed, that Mr. Maylin went 
in the Gleaner. The ido/s.were fent to him, but there was fome ob- 
jection made to taking them on board the fhip, and whether they 
have gone or not I have not yetheard. The mere deftruction ot 
thefe poor gods, is not a matter of importance, for they could be 
foon replaced by the trunk of a certain tree with the help of a 
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carpenter : but the circumftance moft interefting is, their demolli- 
tion was the effect of the word of God. So may it triumph in its 
facred influence over the minds of men, till there be not the 
fhadow of an idol known or worfhipped in the world. 

On the difpatch of my laft letter to you, we went to Berham- 
pore to pay our dear brethren a vifit, where we continued for five 
Sabbaths, in which 1 was fully and delightfully engaged. We 
had two adminiftrations of the ordinance, in the time we ftaid. 
Nirie were buptized at the firft, and twelve at the fecond. Two 
candidates were prevented, by illnefs: one of whom has fince, as 
we hope, entered the church triumphant. His name was Thom- 
as Wright. He was bernin London, and was brought up to the 
{tage ; he acted in this charaéter, at the theatre which the officers 
of the regiment elftablifhed at Berhampore, in 1808. A few 
months ago one of our dear brethren, who is a member of the 
church, was with him on duty ; when he began to discourfe with 
him on religion. Wright, though very civil, found the truth 
too hard for him even in the hands of a fimple, plain chriftian. 
It fet him on thinking, though he hated it. Some time after he 
went into the hofpital fick, where his circumftances, attended by 
the power of the Spirit, led him more to refle&t. He gave great 
hopes of being a very ufeful man. When he came out of the hof- 
pital, he gave in his experience, and was received by the church for 
baptifm : but his disorder returned violently upon him, and he 
was neceflitated to go into the hofpital again, where he expired 
a few days ago, and (as one of the brethren writes) “ in a beauti- 
ful frame of mind.” Dear young man! He came once to fee 
me when I| had fome converfation with him, which delighted my 
heart. Hefeemedto take in divine truth in a fuperior latitude 
to many. The powers of his foul were enlarged, and his heart 
was longing for the profperity of the caufe of our divine Matter. 
But he is no more in thefe fcenes of aétion. The will of the Lord 
is done. He once told me that he never faw a Bible or any good 
book amongft any of the people with whom he was brought up. 
Is not this a brand plucked from the burning ? Glory be to God 
in the higheft ! Hallelujah ! 

The adminiftration of the ordinances were evidently attended 
with a divine blefling. At the ordinance of baptifm, fome poor 
hard hearted finners were diffolved into tears, and we hope, that 
it will appear that fome were converted. Four perfons who had 
joined the oppofite society, felt the conviction of truth, and were 
among{t the number who were baptized. Magna veritas et preva- 
labit. One of the four, (Biffell by name) isa native of Birming- 
ham, and if I miftake not his parents and fome of his relations 
are members of a Baptift church, over which a Mr. Green is paf- 
tor. His converfion was very fingular. Hisbrother had been accuf- 
tomed to write to him on ferious things, and I fuppofe very clofe- 
ly ; for he fays that his confcience was frequently difturbed. 
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When the regiment firft came to Berhampore, and there began 
to be fome fpecial attention, he wrote home in fuch a religious 
ftrain, as to make his friends believe that he was converted. In 
this letter he very particularly mentioned his fifter who was the 
only one of the family who was apparently in an unconverted 
fate. This letter caufed great joy to his brother, and it is hoped 
that it proved of great’ ufeto his poor filter ; who foon after be- 
came ferious. His brother wrote to him a cheerful letter of con- 
gratulation, and told him of his fifter’s hopeful ftate, &c. This 
had fuch an effe& upon his mind, as we hope has proved his con- 
verfion to God. ‘Thus has God difappointed the adverfary. 
and where fin abounded, grace has much more abounded. O 
the depth both of the wifdom and power of God ! 

At the laft ordinance feafon three perfons were baptized who 
were brought to hear the word of God in a very fingular way. 
One of the brethren was going to meeting on Sabbath afternoon, 
when he chanced to meet one who was noted for irreligion, whom 
he asked to go to meeting ; he promifed, though in a thoughtlefs 
way, that he would. On meeting his comrades he told them that 
he had promifed to go to meeting in theevening. They laugh- 
edat him; but he told them that he would keep his word, upon 
which they, laughing, faid, that they would go alfo. Well, they 
went, and it is hoped that God in his mercy met them all at that 
time. he word of God then fpoken by one of the Elders reach- 
ed their hearts. They havé attended the means of grace regularly 
ever fince, and in their condué are changed from sions to lamb:. 
They are all from Ireland, and two of them were papifts. On 
being ridiculed for changing their religion, one of them replied, 
“no, you are wrong there: I have not changed my religion, for } 
never had any ; itis religion that has changed me.” 

Thefe poor men could not read before, but they now go to 
{chool every day, and make great proficiency. One of them 
bought a Bible before he could read, fo that he might have it in 
readinefs. Here we fee whata {mail matter God makes fubiervi- 
ent to the accomplifhing of his wondrous work. Another of the 
Roman Catholic profeffion, whofe brother was among the firft that 
were baptized, embraced this precious ordinance at our laft feafon. 
This man has been a great perfecutor. He fell upon his brother 
one day, and beat him without mercy for changing his religion. 
Now he is a monument of mercy. A meek chriftian, but full of 
zeal for the caufe he before deemed herefy. Heendures much 
perfecution patiently. 

In fhort, the work of God in this regiment is full of wonders. 


Such a difplay of the power of divine grace I never before wit- 


nefled. God in this work wonderfully owns the fimple means of 
grace. Mr. Parfons, an evangelical clergyman, has doubtle/s 
been very ufefuk amongft them and for them ; but he himfelf ac- 
knowledged that he found them to be of great ufe to himfeli. 
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Three elders, who are fet over the church, have acceptable gifts, 
which are conftantly exercifed for the edification of the body. 
They have a public meeting every evening, from 6 to 8, in which 
one of the elders leads in the worfhip, and reads a portion of the 
{criptures, and delivers his thoughts, which the Holy Spirit owns 
and renders effectual. After this they retire to the barracks, and 
have worfhip in probably 20 different places, when the fongs of 
Zion make thofe feats of fatan ring with the voice of melody and 
joy, by which the profane feem to be thunderftruck. 

The work ftill prevails ; fome of their ringleaders in vice have 
left them, and their ranks get thinner every day. The meeting 
houfe is capable of containing nearly 140 perfons ; upwards of 
100 generally attend, and the houfe is frequently quite full. 

The church confifts of 48 baptized members. ‘lhree have been 
removed by death, and one is now ill, who would have been of 
the church, if Providence had permitted. Several have died in 
the hofpital in very hopeful circumftances. How many are on 
the hopeful inquiry now, I cannot definitively fay ; but probably 
more than zo ; fo that you fee, brother, that the Lord hath done 
and is doing great things, whereof we have abundant reafon to be 
glad. O magnify the Lord with us ! 

I left Berhampore reluctantly, but it appeared to me my duty to 
attend to the work amongst the natives. Efpecially fo at this 
feafon, when there are fo many large affemblies, which are fuch 
favourable opportunities for preaching the word. I have been 
out from home, fince my return, feven days ; four days in jour- 
neying, and three in preaching to multitudes of both Hindoos and 
Muffulmans. At Kendalee fair, about 1000 traés and 160 
books were given away, and a vaft number of people heard with 
sreat attention the glad tidings of falvation. Probably in the 
courfe of one day, people from nearly a thoufand places heard the 
word. 

My method is generally to fix ona place under a tree, as quiet 
as poflible, yet fo as to be public. Here lL encamp. A chair is my 
pulpit, on which I ftand fome times for 4 or 5 hours together in vig- 
orous employ. Now difputing, now exhorting, now declaring, now 
explaining in a variety of ways, as circumftances require. Some- 
times my heart rejoices to fee the attention of the people ; fome- 
times Ihave to hear the infults of a few young lewd Brahmans, 
when I find how greatly deficient I amin forbearance and pity. 
Then I long for the Spirit of my divine Mafter who beheld the 
city in her fins and wept over her, knowing the approach of her 
calamity which fhe knew not. Upon the whole, thefe are de- 
lightful feafons. My heart greatly rejoices in them ; and amidit 
all the fatigues of three or four days’ inceflant exertions, I feel my 
foul wonderfully animated in the blefled work. O that the word, 
fpread abroad amongft the people in this populous country, may 
be effectual |! When fhall it be ? 
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Feb. 2d. Rode out this morning to Dinahath, where I preach- 
ed to a number of people. Some heard with attention, and 
fome mocked. A Brahman heard with much apparent approba- 
tion. 

On my return home, [ met with a venerable Pundit who fat 
by the way fide reading his fhatter. Lintroduced myfelf to him 
in this way. Well, Sir, what, are you reading your fhalter ? Pray 
what thalter isthat ? He politely told me the name of the fhafter. 
On my asking him, whether he read it for his own advantage, or 
for the fake of advancing knowledge? he candidly acknowledged 
that nothing is done amongft them but for private advantage. 
Thatit was fur this, that their fhalters and cuftoms are fo diverfi- 
fied and difcordant. Ihave feldom met with one who made fuch 
caudid concetlions. I read to him the ten commandments. He ac- 
knowledged that they were exceilent. I then tried him bythem, 
inthis manner. Is it proper to love God with all our hearts ? 
How then can you worthip thefe worthlefs lifelefs idols? The 
worthip of idols is adultery, is it not? judge ye. Is it right to 
love my neighbour as mytelf? Yes. - Very well. How can you 
then affert, that you are of a fuperior caft ? How can you de- 
fpife the greater mats of men, and fet yourfelves up to be their 
gods? [ faw that the old gentleman found thefe things too hard ; 
and not being willing to drive things too far, I told him of the 
precious Saviour, and we parted, without his fhewing anger. 

Berhampore, Feb. 14th. I intended to have clofed this letter at 
Rehoboth, but was prevented by the immenfe concourfe of peo- 
ple which were at Cutwah, to bathe in Gonga. I was much en- 
gaged for three whole days. Many tra¢ts und books were given 
away, and great multitudes of people heard the word with pleaf- 
ing attention. Atfuch times theenemy triumphs. The Bra- 
hams exultingly fay, ** the world is at our command ; you fpeak, 
and preach, and all to no purpofe: we fpeak one word, and the 
whole country obeys.” Yes, I reply, you have an iron heart, and 
a face of brafs. This is evident, or you would never put thefe 
poor ignorant people to fuch diftrefs and pain, to fuch expenfe 
and fatigue; but would have compaffion upon them. You 
would never thus dupe them by lying vanities, evidently fo ; for 
you told them that there would be a wonderful conjundion at fun- 
rife this morning ; but behold the fun arofe with fplendour, and is 
now {peeding on his courfe as ufual. No conjunétion, no eclipfe, 
was vifible ; and they who bathed in Gonga at the time, fhivered 
with cold, but felt no other effect of it. But the people have no 
knowledge, and so it is that you prevail. 

I mutt clofe. Greatly I rejoice to hear, my dear brother, of 
what the Lord is doing for you and by you. May you be abun- 
dantly bleffed in all refpedts. 

Xx 


Soaks 














362 Revivals of Religion in Vermont. 


I have had and now have my trials, but the Lord has hitherto 
holpen me, and [ truft that he is helping me ftill, which encour- 
ages me. Do, my dear brother, write to me often. I could almoft. 
with to vifit you, but the fea is a feparation. Well, a few more 
days, or months, or years at moft, and there will be no fea to bar 
our intercourfe, no fin to interrupt our joys. 

I am, your affectionate brother, 


J. CHAMBERLAIN. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION IN VERMONT. 


A gracious revival of religion in Middletown, in 
the State of Vermont, transmitted for the Maga- 
zine. * 


LMiddletown, ( Vermont,) May 22, 1809. 


REVEREND AND VERY DEAR BRoruHerR, 


You will recollect that laft fall I wrote you that God had began 
a good work in this place. I fhall now give an explicit account of 
its rife and progrefs. I fhall introduce the narrative with some 
remarks on a former reformation. On the laft of O&ober, 1800, 
a glorious work began in this town, and fpread into Poultney ; 
_and within one year from that time, 117 were added to this church, 
among whom were many youth, and fome {mall children. Their 
perfeverance has been fuch, that out of the 117, we have had oc- 
cafion to exclude but eleven. And of the little children, not a 
difficulty has been brought againft one of them. Many are afraid 
of admitting children into the church, even when they give 
good evidence of a change of heart ; but from eight years experi- 
ence, we have different feelings. Since the laft revival, this church 
has been bleffed with much internal peace and profperity. May 
the glory be given to God. 

For a number of months previous to the late revival in this 
place, an extraordinary fpirit of prayer prevailed among fome of 
the members of this church, and they folemnly and pathetically 
exhorted the church to aroufe to more engagednefs, and to im- 
plore the outpouring of the holy Spirit among us. About this 
time there was evidently among the youth, an increafing attention 
to preaching. And I may fay that from about the middle of lak 
July, and onward, till the work appeared, my own mind was un- 
commonly excited to cry to God for the falvation of this dear 


* This interesting narrative should have appeared in some of our earli- 
er numbers, but being inclosed in a wrapper, it was mistaken for a com- 
mon letter. Zditor. 
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people ; and to vifit from houfe to houfe, and warn and exhort 
them to attend to the things which concern their everlatting peace. 
Thus things went on till the laft Sabbath in Odober laft. Ata 
conference on the evening of that day, the work evidently made 
its appearance ; and fome of us were ready to fay, “ Lo, this és 
our God, we have waited for him!’ At firft, the work went on flow- 
ly and folemnly ; but foon it fpread rapidly and powerfully into 
various parts of the town. The work began and continued fome 
weeks in our fociety, before it appeared in the other. 

Thofe wrought upon appeared to have very clear views of their 
utterly loft and undone fituation by nature and practice ; of the 
juftice of God in their everlafting condemnation ; and that their 
falvation muft be wholly by fovereign grace. When they came 
forward to the church, their experiences were generally clear. The 
awful folemnity that appeared in the countenances of conviéted 
fouls, can only be imagined by thofe who have witneffed fimilar 
diiplays of almighty power. But amidft the whole, there was no 
noife nor confufion. 

Worfhipping affemblies were much crowded, and more or lefs’ 
of all ages, from /eventy-one, down to nine were wrought upon ; 
among whom were many of the flout-hearted, and far from righteous- 
nfs. Befides preaching on the Sabbath, we had for fome time 
about thirteen conferences in a week, in our fociety ; and yet, fuch 
was the attention, that it was common to fee our largeft houfes ex- 
ceedingly thronged. Ball chambers were freely opened for con- 
ferences. Befides preaching twice every Sabbath, I commonly at- 
tended feven, eight, and often nine conferences in a week, and 
vificed about thirty families. In this manner I {pent the winter ; 
and yet through divine mercy, my health has furprifingly held 
out. You may well conclude that I had but little time to fpend 
in my ftudy ; but, Sir, I never enjoyed greater freedom in preach- 
ing ; I was never lefs at a lofs for intereiting matter. 

‘Among the converted, there are a number who had been deists 
and univerfalifts ; and if Iam not much mittaken, the greateft 
part of the univerfalifts in town have been brought to bow to 
fovereign grace, and renounce their former foul-deftroying 
{cheme. 

In this work, and alfo in the other, it has been found by experi- 
ence, that the means which above all others God has bleffed for 
the carrying on of the work, have been the converfation, relation 
of experiences in conferences, and the exhortations of thofe lately 
wrought upon. Neither preaching, nor the exhortations of gifted 
brethren, have been fo inftrumental of awakening carelefs finners, 
as the former. Indeed, more people would generally attend con. 
ferences to hear the converfation of thefe young converts, than 
would attend a lecture of a celebrated divine. And thefe things 
have been verified ina number of reformations ig thefe parts, 
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In this work it has been remarkable, that we have met with 
fearce any oppofition from the openly wicked and profane. I with 
the Pharifees were as clear in this refpeét as the openly “ ungodly 
and the tinner.”” Although in this place the people have been in 
the habit of paying as regular attention tothe Sabbath, as perhaps 
in any place around us ; yet, when converts came forward, they 
with one confent lamented their inattention to the Sabbath and 
heads of familes about as unanimously engaged in the blefled du- 
ty of family prayer. 

Some time in December, the work became very powerful, and 
feemed to bid fair to carry all before it. The work of God now 
among us was the topic of converfation in all companies, and in 
all places. Converts multiplied faft, and they were generally led 
into the primitive order of the gofpel. They flocked fo faft to 
the church, that for fome time, half a day in a week was not fuf- 
ficient to examine the candidates for baptifm. Upon this, the other 
denomination in town aroufed, and made very fpirited and perfe- 
vering exertions in favour of infant /prink/ing, both with books and 
vifits ; they alfo fet up feparate conferences on the fame evenings, 
and in the fame neighbourhoods, when and where we held ours. 
And thefe things raifed a great difpute, (for before this, but very 
little was faid by us on dividing fentiments) which gave a fudden 
check to the work. And I have heard aged people fay, that they 
never knew fuch a work fo fuddenly die away. Things moved 
much in the fame manner in the other reformation, with this ex- 
ception, that the work did not then fo rapidly decline. I do not 
mention thefe things to calumniate them, but for a warning to 
others not to raife difputes in fuch times. 

But notwithftanding all these obftructions, 99 have been added 
to this church during the prefent work, and a number more are 
expected foon to make a profeffion.* 

During this awakening, this church has been uncommonly en- 
gaged and active in the fervice of God. On my part, I think I 
can fay, through grace, that I never before enjoyed greater free- 
dom in the various duties of religion, and particularly in the min- 
ifterial work. O how folemn, important, and affecting it has been 
through the winter, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 
and the day of vengeance of our God to perifhing finners. The 
fouls of this dear people bave lain upon my heart, both in the clof- 
et, and in the defk. O! how I have longed that Chrift might be 
formed in them the hope of glory. Never did I experience a 
greater fenfe of my infinite unworthinefs, weaknefs, and unprofit- 
ablenef$ ; and never did I difcover more of the fulinefs, and all- 
fufficiency of Chrift. But all my unworthinefs, and all the oppofi- 


* On Jan. 1, 1809, I baptized twentv in eleven minutes. On Jan. 15, 
I baptized 15 in seven minutes and an half. Query—At this rate, how long 
would it take the twelve apostles, and the other commissioned disciples, te 
baptize the three thousand ? 
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tion of men and devils appeared to be nothing in the way of his 
fovereign grace. It feems a wonder to me that God ever fhould 
be pleated to give me an intereft in his Son, and call me into the 
miniftry, and condefcend to wear out this feeble body in that molt 
bleffed of allemployments. But when I fee that he is pleafed to 
ufe me as an inftrument of building up Zion, I am loft in delight- 
ful furprife. 1 often fay to myfelf, How can it be—Lord, how 
can it be !—When | have been labouring in this bleffed harveft tll 
my ftrength has been exhautfted, inftead of feeling as though I had 
any claims upon Chrift for reward, I have felt mytelf finking mil- 
lions and millions in debt to the free grace and mercy of God, im 
that he ever called me to this blefled work. 

1 am now forty-one; I have fpent more than twenty years in the 
miniftry. The work has ever been delightful to me. I have on- 
ly bewailed that I have been no better qualified for it, and that I 
have been no more faithful and profitable in it. But the winter 
paft, I have habitually felt as though religion generally, aud the 
miniftry particularly, were more fweet to my foul than ever before. 
I have often heartily bleffled God that 1 was born for, and called 
to the miniftry, rather thai to fill the throne of an emperor. I 
have longed to come fuitably low at the feet of Jefus, and give 
him all the glory. And heaven has appeared additionally glorious, 
becaufe that there I fhall come fuitably low before an holy God. 
With these views, ] can with a good conicience recommend Chrift 
and his fervice to a perifhing world. And O: for wisdom and 
grace to feed the flock of God which Chrift hath purchafed with 
his own blood. Upon hearing of the commencement of this work, 
you wrote me that by reafon of your local circumftances, you 
could not vifit and affift me in the work, but that you would en- 
deavour to help by your prayers. Dear Brother. I ftill requeft 
an intereft in your prayers, that the good Shepherd, the Keeper of 
Ifrael, who never flumbers nor fleeps, may preferve theie fheep and 
lambs from every foe. 

I remain, dear Brother, yours in a precious Saviour. 


SILVANUS HAYNES. 
P. S. About 50 have joined the other church in town. 


eee FF 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN IRA AND CLARENDON. 


To the Editor of the Magazine. 


REVEREND AND VERY DEAR SiR, Ira, ( Ver.) May to, 1809. 


Believing that news of Zion’s profperity is always welcome to 
you, and to all the friends of God, I have thought proper to fend 
you a narrative of the precious revival of religion among us. 
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That the work may appear to be altogether of God, it may be 
fuitable to notice the fituation of thefe places for fome time before 
the work began. In Ira there has been a Baptift church above 
twenty years, during which time there have been only tome very 
{mall revivals. Of late years, the ftate of the church has been 
very low ; we have been but barely able to maintain the outward 
form of religion. Family prayer was too much negleéted among 
profeffors of religion. The Sabbath was much difregarded by the 
multitude, and public worfhip exceedingly neglected. Many who 
were living in open neglect of all religion were making univerfal- 
ifm, and fome even deifm, their refuge. In fhort, a general diire- 
gard of God and religion feemed to reign in the places Amidft 
all thefe things, I was often fo difcouraged, that it feemed in vain 
for me to preach to them any more. And I hegan to think feri- 
oufly of leaving the place. 

In Clarendon, there were all the foregoing things, with this ad- 
dition, that in former years there was a Baptilt church, and a min- 
ifter* settled, and a good meeting houte built ; but by fome 
means the church dwindled, and the fociety {cattered, until the 
minifter, being difcouraged, left them. And for a number of years 
palt they have been delftitute of any ftated preaching. And, as it 
refpected things of religion, every thing aflumed a gloomy afpect. 

Here it may be well to obferve, that early laft year, an extraor- 
dinary work of God was carried on in Pittsford, (14 miles north 
of us) and great numbers were, in a judgment of charity, convert- 
ed to God. During the work there, a number of the young con- 
verts came to Rutland, (6 miles north of us) and held conferences 
with the people. The Lord bleffed the means, and the work be- 
gan and fpread rapidly there. ‘Towards the clofe of the work in 
Rutland, a pious woman in this town, defired the new converts in 
Rutland to come and hold a conference at her houfe. They came, 
and at the fecond time of their coming, their exhortations were 
bleffed for the beginning of a good work here. But even then, 


the greater part of the profeffors of religion among us were far: 


from enjoying that life and activity in the fervice of God, which is 
at all times moft defirable. But as the work {pread, chriftians be- 
gan to aroufe and confefs their remiffnefsand wanderings. ‘Thework 
went on rapidly. Conferences were frequent, and greatly throng- 
ed. They met once a week in a large ball chamber ; which was 
often crowded, and the hall that led to it. We had other confer- 
ences, which were alfo crowded. We had not many le¢tures, for 
the people generally preferred conferences. There is no church 
of any other order but Baptilts intown. There are a few Congre- 
gationalifts among us, and we are happy to fay they act a friendly 
part ; fo that no difpute has arifen among us. ‘The work contin- 
ued all winter, and in the fpring, conferences were ftill lively and 


* Rey, Isaac Beall. 
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refrefhing. After a while, the work fpread into Clarendon, and 
itill continues there. 

In November, the converts began to come forward by an open 
profeffion ; fince which time I have baptized one hundred and 
ninety-nine, and thirteen more have been added by letter : fo that 
the whole addition fince laft fallis 212. And there are now about 
16 candidates for baptifm in Clarendon, who have failed of oppor- 
tunity of baptifm on account of my illnefs: and more are expected 
forward foon. It will be remembered that the number that have 
joined the church belongs to Ira and Clarendon. Among the 
baptized in Clarendon is the honorable Theophilus Herrington, 
Efq. one of the prefent Judges of the Supreme Court. He has 
begun to preach the gofpel. May the Lord continue his blefled 
work, and caufe it to {fpread far and wide. And may he in much 
mercy keep us in the right way, that having begun in the fpirit, 
we may not end in the flefh. 

I fubfcribe yours, in the pleafing bonds of the gofpel. 

JOSEPH CARPENTER. 


P. S. In this work many univerfalifts and deifts have bowed to 
the Saviour. The work has been fo powerful that we have met 
with fcarce any oppofition, even from the vileft charaéters. 


J. c. 


am ; : 2): 


Revival of religion in Belchertown, Shutesbury, and 
Hardwick, in the County of Hampfhire, (Mafs.) 
Extracted from a letter from the as David Peafe, 
dated at Belchertown, Aug. 28, 1810, addrefled 
to the Editor. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


With pleafure I proceed to communicate to you a brief account 
of the gracious work of God in this town and its vicinity, hope- 
ing it may be acceptable to the readers of your Magazine, fhould 
you deem it expedient to give it a place in that publication. 

For fome time previous to the revival in this place, the Baptift 
ehurch had been called to endure a feries of affliction. The Lord 
had called home two minifters from them, within about two years, 
the Rev. Samuel Bigelow, and the Rev. Jeremiah Hafkell ; the 
latter died in the fpring of 1808. Thus they were left as ‘fheep 
without a fhepherd. There were other trials so painful that they 
had omitted the communion for fome time, and were upon the 
point of giving up the vifibility of the church. But the thought 
of this was trying beyond expreffion to fome of the aged fathers in 
the church ; as one of them in particular expreffed himfelf, ‘ that 
he could have no fleep nor flumber to his eyes, while he viewed the 


ae Sree 











368 Revival in Hampshire County, ( Mass.) 


* 
caufe of God in this fituation, and the enemies reproaching and 
exuiting at its apparent downfall.” At this trying time the church 
agreed to invite fome filter churches, to advife and affift them. 

At this council, difficulties, which had appeared to fome infur- 
mountable, happily fubfided, and the church renewed covenant 
with each other, and refolved in the ftrength of the Lord to walk 
in all his commandments and ordinances. On this occafion broth- 
er Rand of Weft Springfield, delivered a moft affecting and ap- 
propriate difcourfe from Pfa. lvi. 12, 13. “ Thy vows are upon 
me,O God,” &c. At the clofe of the exercife, one came forward 
and gavea relation of experience, with a defire to be baptized, 
who had been hindered from making a profeflion by the difficul- 
ties in the church. 

The council, on this occafion, felt as though the fhadow of © 
death was turned into the light of the morning with refpeét to this 
church. ‘his was the firft of my becoming acquainted with them. 

On the firft Lord’s day, in Auguft, 1808, brother Burt of Hard- 
wick, who. was fupplying them a part of the time, adminiftered 
baptif{m to the before mentioned perfon, together with eight other 
willing converts. The Lord owned and bieffed his own inftita- 
tion, and from this time the good work prevailed, although not fo 
rapid asin fome places. Yet it progrefled fo confiderably, that 
in the courfe of a year or lefs, there were 52 added to the church. 

In the {pring of 1809, | was invited by the church and fociety 
to labour with them one year, to which Iconfented. ‘Through 
the fummer the work seemed to abate. I was called to labour a 
part of the time in the fouth part of the town, where there had been 
the greateft degree of inattention toreligion. The anxiety of my 
mind dt this time was indefcribable, while I viewed fo many who 
feemed thouyhtlefs of the one thing needful. 1 often felt a peculiar 
defire for my fellow youth, that they might remember their Crea- 
tor, and become followers of the humble Jesus. But preaching, 
praying, and exhorting, 1 found were all in vain, until the Lord 
was pleafedto fet home the word with power. I was at length 
encouraged to believe that this would be the cafe, by the uncom. 
mon attention, which I perceived to the word, towards the fall. 
During the winter and {pring paft, a number have, as I hope, been 
brought to rejoice in a crucified Saviour. 

At the expiration of the time for which I firft engaged, I was 
folicited to tarry another year. I felt a perfuafion that it was my 
duty to comply with their requeft, upon which they requelted me 
to receive ordination, to which I alfo agreed, under an impreflion 
that it might be for the good of the church. Accordingly a 
council was called, which met on the 2oth of June laft, when I was 
folemnly fet apart to the work of the miniftry. [See an account 
of this ordination, in this Magazine, page 3 52. ] 

The firft Lord’s day in July was a molt folemn and joyful day 
tame. Ten willing converts came forward for baptifm, who had 
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given their relation to the church the week previous to my ordina- 
tion. Between 3 and 4 o’ciock, we repaired to the water, where, 
after making a fhort addrefs to the people, I read a part of the 8th 
chapter of Acts ; and having addreffed the throne of grace, im- 
ploring a divine blefling upon the ordinance, I went down with 
them one by one into the water, and immerfed them in the name 
of the facred Three, in the prefence of «bout 1500 people, who 
fiood filently by, beholding the folemnfcene. I have baptized 2 
fince, and a number more | expect will foon follow the Saviour’s 
_ example. Others are faying, what /hall we do to be faved ? O my 
dear brother, how pleafing the work, to dire& fuch to a crucified 
Saviour, who alone hath the words of eternal life! Previous to 
the revival here, there were but 30 in this church ; but now it is en- 
creafed to 104,befides a number in the north part of this town who 
have joined the baptized church in Shutesbury, under the paftor- 
al care of the Rev. Mr. Smalledge, whofe congregation has experi- 
enced greatly of the out pouring of the Spirit. There have been 
50 added to that church within the year pat. Brother Burt of 
Hardwick has alfo had a powerful work with his people. Within 
5 months patt, there have been rifling of 60 added to the church 
under his care. 

Finally, it is a day of God’s power‘in thefe parts. A num- 
ber ot towns around us have been, and are {till experiencing the 
out pouring of the divine Spirit. Thus Ihave given you a brief, 
though an imperfect account of the kind hand of our God upon 
us in thefe parts, and hope thathis begun goodnefs may fpread 
from pole to pole, and from the rifing to the fetting fun, for 
which let Zion pray continually. 

,in the kingdom and patience of our Lord, 
I fubfcribe myfelf, 
Your unworthy brother, 
DAVID PEASE, 


——EED 226 a — 


Reply to Mr. P. Edwards’ Criticifms on the Greek, 
re{fpecting an exprefs Warrant for Female Com- 
munion. | 


IN reading Mr. Peter Edwards’ Candid Reafons for renouncing 
the principles of Antipedobaptifm, I have often thought, that a 
few remarks on the reafon and candour difplayed in thefe candid 
reafons, might be grateful to many readers. As, however, the 
author feems peculiarly anxious, that the variegated /earning cone 
tained in the piece, fhould obtain particular notice, it has attracted 
my firft attention. Here, we meet with a confiderable parade of 
Logic, with its apparatus of Thefes, Premiffes, Middle terms, Se. 
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Latin canons and maxims meet us occafionally ; verbal criti- 
cifm of Greek terms abounds. Thus, the learned are entertained, 
the unlearned are aftonifhed into belief or filence. As Greek 
criticifm not only takes the lead in the firft part of the firft chap- 
ter, but forms the Bafis of almoft the whole fyitem, and affords the 
chief ground of glorying to the author ; the confideration of this 
claims our firft attention. 

Our author exhibits his learning in this department, chiefly on 
the queftion, whether there be in fcripture an exprefs warrant, in 
precept or example, for admitting believing females to the Lord’s 
fupper. He makes Baptilts appear to argue thus :—* A perfon 
who has a right to a pofitive inftitute, mutt be exprefs/y mentioned 
as having that right; but infants are not fo mentioned, &c.” 
This argument, by itfelf, perhaps. no Baptift ever used. How- 
ever, Mr. E. imputes it, and urges, that not only it is falfe, but 
they who ufe it are inconfiftent, in admitting females to the 
Lord’s table. Mr. Booth had urged, that there is an expref{s com- 
mand for fuch admiffion, in 1. Cor. xi. 28. Let a man examine him- 
felf. and fo let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. To prove 
this, he argués, that the word for man here, isin the Greek avépwaes, 
which is often a name for the fpecies, and that “ where the fexes 
are diftinguifbed and oppofed, the word for man is not avo pwmos but 
amp.” Mr. E. afferts, that though the cafe were fo, this could 
not be an expre/s warrant, for that “‘ an expre/s word in this cafe, 
mutt be one which fpecifies the (female) fex.”” He further denies 
Mr. B.’s pofition, and adduces nineteen examples, in which he 
alleges it difproved. 

I obferve, on the firft of these, that he is egregioufly wrong. 
To pafs by, as trifling, his explanations of the word expre/s, in 
which he fays only, “ it is oppofed to inference, analogy, and implica- 
tion,’ Lobferve, that the exprefs meaning of any text, is that 
meaning which that text does expre/s. When Mr. E. afferts, that 
an exprefs word in the prefent cafe, muft be one which {pecifies the 
fex, he denies that an inftitute can be enjoined on both fexes, by a 
term which can exprefs both. In oppofition to his view, the com- 
mand fo baptize believers, is an exprefs command to baptize believing 
males. It is alfo an expre/s command to baptize believing females, 
becaufe the term believer, exprefes either a male orafemale. A 
matter fays to his servant, “ fell the trees in fuch a field.” This 
is an expre/s order applicable to any tree he-mects with. A rea- 
foner, fuch as Mr. E. would fay to him, you have no exsre/s order 
to fell this a/b or yonder elm. The fervant might, probably, reply, 
f am to fell the érees, and this a/b and that e/m, are clearly expreff- 
ed by the term tree. And unlefs you, Mr. E. can prove that 
they are not frees, you cannot difprove that I have an expre/s or- 
der to fellthem. Thus, alfo, a believing female might urge 
The command is, “ Let a (or any avépwxros) man examine himielf, - 
and fo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” But the 
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term avbpwaos expreffes me as well as any other. Mr. E, denies and 
ridicules this idea. He thus only developes his own ignorance of 
the meaning and ufe of the term expre/s. He might juit as well 
deny, that we have an expre/s declaration of the mortality of wom- 
en in the words, ‘“* Man that is born of a womaa, is of few days 
and full of trouble ;” or in thole, “ Thou turne{t to deltruction, 
man who is mortal ; thou fayelt, ye fons of men return.” 

To difprove Mr. B.’s pofition, that “ When the fexes are diflin- 
guifhed and oppofed, the word for man is not avépwxes but amp,” 
and to prove his own, that a»épwmes is “ ufed to diltinguiih the male 
from the female,’ Mr. E. quotes the following texts,* each of 
which contains the word evdpexes, which is, or might be rendered 
man, viz. * Therefore fhall a man leave his father and mother, and 
fhall cleave to his wife,’? Gen. ii. 24. repeated Mark x. 7, Mat. 
xix. §, Eph. v.13. “ Abimelech charged all hts people faying, 
He that toucheth this man or his wife, fball furely be put to death.” Gen. 
xxvi. 11. Simeon and Levi, the brethren of Dinah, laid, ** We 
cannot do this thing, to give our fifler to one (a man) that is uncircum- 
sifed.”’ Gen. xxxiv. 14. “ What man is there that hath betrothed @ 
wife.” Deut. xx. 7. ‘ Thou fhalt bring forth that man, or that 
woman.’ Deut. xvil. 5. ‘ To cut off from you man and woman, child 
and fuckling.”’ Jer. xliv. 7. InN. ‘T.  “ Uf the cafe of the man be fo 
with bis wife.” Mat. xix. 10. © Ls it lawful for a man to put away 
his wife for every caufe ?”” Markx. 7. “itis good for a man not to 
touch a@ woman.’ 1 Cor. vii. 7. “ Their faces were as the faces of 
men, and they had hair as the hair of women.” Rev. ix. 7,8. Befides 
thefe quotations, Mr. E. refers to Gen. ii. 18. Lev. xix. 20. 
Num. xxv. 8. Deut. xxi. 15—xxii. 30. Efther iv 11. Thus 
he ekes up his nineteen examples, which he fays lie againit Mr. B’s 
affertion. “ | 

On thefe I obferve that not one of them is pertinent ; for, the 
texton which Mr. B. is reafoning. 1 Cor. xi. 28, is one in which 
only one of the terms occurs; but each of Mr. E’s contains two 
terms, one applied to the male, another to the female. Mr. E. 
ought to have adduced a text in which the term avpwxes (man) 
clearly diltinguifhes the male fex, by its own power, as the word 
yvva (woman) diltinguifhes the female. Of this he has failed. 
Again, Mr. B. requires a text in which the fexes are di/fingui/bed 
and oppofed. But in not one of Mr. E.’s nineteen cafes, are the 
fexes both diftinguifhed and oppofed. Again, though in moft of 
thefe examples, the fexes are diltinguifhed, in fome they are not 
even diftinguifhed. But, befides, in thofe cafes in which they are 
dittinguifhed, the term man (avépwxes), is not once uled to diffin- 
guifo the male from the female. For, 1. A term which fometimes 
ftands for the /pecies, never can, of itfelf, difinguifh either one fex 
or another. Such is the cafe with the-term in queftion. Mr. E. 
might, with equal reafon, urge, that the terms /hecp, /wine, or dees, 


* From 70and N. T. 
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¢an diftinguish the fex in thefe clafles of animals, as the word 
wipes 19 human nature. 2. When any fpecies is to be diltin- 
guith: -d into two clailes, a diflindive ‘erm applied to one of the claff- 
es, is always fufficient to express the diitinétion. hus, when I 
fay the flock contained one hundred fheep befides the rams ; thefe 
one hundred /beep are diltinguithed in fex from the rams, although 
the term /beep cannot exprels any fexual diftinéion. Jult fo were 
it faid, They that did eat were “ four thoufands,’’ befides women and 
children : the fex of the four thoufands is fufficient!y diftinguithed, 
though that numeral mark “ four thoufands,” contributes nothing 
to the diltinction. 3. Accordingly, in almoft every one of Mr. 
E.’s nineteen examples, a word confefledly common to both fexes, 
fuch as person, or one, might be fubftitured for man, without alter- 
ing the tenfe, thus: For this caufe fhall a perfon leave his father and 
Sir mother, and cleave to his wife. If the cafe of a perfon be thus with 
his wife, it is good not to marry. In fuch inftances as thefe the fex- 
es are not oppofed but combined, for the following meanings are 
equally contained in them, For this caufe fhall a woman leave her 
father and her mother, and Joall cleave to her hufband. —Ilf the cafe of a 
qwoman be fo with her hufband it is good not to marry. 4. In thefe in- 
ftances, the word man ( avdpwares ) does not diftinguifh the male e 
for were it not for the word wife, woman, or fome fuch word i 
the counter-part of the fentence, or for the fenfe of the context, i 
would be impoflible to know to which of the fexes it applies. 
Thus, in the text, ** we cannot give our filter to one (avtpwaes) un- 
circumcifed.” Did we not know, on other grounds, that the giv- 
ing here ipoken of, is giving in marriage, we could not know from 
this text, that the one {poken of is of the male fex. Were a heathen 
lady to delire a damfel out of a chriftian family, for a domeftic 
fervant; the damfel’s bro:hers might ule the very fame language : 
“* We cannot do this thing, to give our filter to one who is an in- 
fidel (cvdpamw umsisw).”” 5. Some of the inftances given, do not 
fo much as diftinguifh the fexes; thus, Rev. ix. 7,8. “ They 
had faces like the faces of men, and their hair was as the hair of 
women,” is quite foreign to Mr. E.’s purpofe. It is, They had 
faces like the Auman race, and hair like the females of that race. 
Nor are the fexes diftinguithed i in Deut. xvii. 5. or Jer xliv. 7. 
any farther, than to afford an emphatic dilatation of the threaten- 
ing and charge. ‘The word man, would denote the whole that is 
denoted by man and woman in the one cate, and by man and woman, 
infant and fuckling, in the other ; but the expreflion would be lefs 
emph atic. 

‘Thus, I have fhown, that no one of Mr. E.’s nineteen inftances 
bears on the point. He has not given one example of the ufe of the 
word avépames, man, to diftinguifh the male /ex, in a fentence, in 
which the fexes are “ diflinguifbed and oppofed.”* Indeed, no fuch 
thing is to be found. Could he find this word in fuch a fentene¢ 


* Mr, Booth’s words: 
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as, “ Quit yourfelves like men,” (i. e. not like women) 1 Cor. xvi. 
13. or m iuch a text as :—“ Jfa man have long hair it is a fame to 
him ; bui if a woman have long hair it is a glory to her,” 1 Cor xi. 
14. 15, he would have fulfilled his engagements ; for in thefe 
caies, the fexes are diflinguifbed and oppofed. But unfortunately for 
his attempt, in both thefe, and all {uch cafes, the word for man is, 
as Mr. B. fays, not av@pares, but «mp Hence, I am fully warrant- 
ed to affert, that all the boafting exhibited by Mr. E. of his exam- 
ples, is vain. And the more he vaunts, the more he expofes 
himfelf. 

His glorying, throughout the book, and that of all his imitators, 
whos are numerous, with the furprife of a Baptift minifter in his 
houfe, (if indeed the ¢éte-a-téte mentioned p. 12, 13, did exift) only 
demonftrate that fuch.are meddling with things they do not un- 
derftand. Mr. E. difplays a fimilar inftance of laboured learning, 
and real miltake, when he charges Mr. B. with inferential reafon- 
ing, on the ground of his appeal to a Lexicon for the fenfe of a 
word, p. 13. He feems to know as little of the meaning of the 
word inference, as of the words express, man, avbpwres, or any other. 
Before he or any of his imitators write again, on “ the want of an 
exprels warrant for female communion,” they would do well to 
ftudy the ufage of language a little more accurately, and fome of 
the fir(t principles of conflruction in grammar. That grammatic- 
al principle called Comprehenfion, or Syllepfis, may be of ule to them. 
They will fee by it, how, in language, the more dignified clafs of a 
f{pecies comprehends the /e/s ; why the words men, and the /ons of 
men apply equally to both fexes. Among the firf rules of Con- 
ftruétion, in Clark’s Latin Grammar, is this: ‘* Two, or more 
fubfantives fingular, have ufually a verb, or adjeGive plural; and 
if they be of different perfons, the verb ; if of different genders, the 
adjedive, will be of the molt worthy.—Of perfons the firft is more 
worthy than the fecond, and the fecond than the third ; of genders, 
the ma/culine is more worthy than the feminine 3’ e. g. on genders. 
—‘* Vir et uxor funt amantifimi, ut decet eos quos Deus conjunsit.” 

Such {tudies would properly precede Logic, Criticifm, &c.—“* A 
little learning is a dang’rous thing.”’ A little more, or much lefs, 
would prevent felf-expofure. 

Befides, the whole defign of thefe ftruggles againft an “ exprefs” 
warrant, is to propagate a palpable error, which is, that there is 
the fame kind of proof for infant baptifm, in the word of God, as 
for female communion. Befides, fuch arguers kniow not, or affe& 
not to know, that it is only againft the application of ‘* analogical” 


and * moral’’ inference to pofitive rites, that fuch as Mr. B, argue, 


e.g. We judge analogically, that the moon is inhabited. Mr. E. 
might infer, that in the moon there was a firft man ; that he and 
his pofterity finned ; that Chrift’s death is an atonement for their 
fins ; that, on the {core of univerfal benevolence, it is our duty 
to pray that their fins may be forgiven, &c. Here is both analc- 
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gical and moral inference. It is juft thus, that perfons reafon analo-. 
gically from circumcifion to baptifm, and, by such moral inferences, 
the church of Rome pleads the utility of her fuperftitions, fuch as 
celibacy, penance, pilgrimages, &c. &c. 

But my fheet is nearly full.—Mr. E. faid, “ the exprefs warrant 
is in 1 Cor. xi. 28. or no where.” 1 fhall abftragé one quotation, 
1 Cor. xi. 1—32.  Brethren—every man—every woman—when 
ye come together into one place—to eat the Lord’s (sei Pv 
brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.” 
Any perfon whofe mind can hold together the fenfe of thefe thir- 
ty-two verfes, fo as to difcern the meaning which they expre/s, will 
be at no lofs for an expre/s warrant in favour of female communion. 

As the above criticifms and arguments of Mr. E. form the chief 
bafis of his reafoning throughout his work ; and as his chief glo- 
rying and boaiting confilts in ringing the changes on thefe criti- 
cifms and arguments; to overturn his whole fyitem, it was only 
neceflary, as above, to remove the foundation, the fuperitructure 


will be feen tumbling down of itfelf. [Watt's Effays 
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THE CAUSE OF RELIGIOUS TOLERATION. 


Richmond, ( Vir.) Oct. 6, 1810. 


OUR city has been lately interefted by the meeting of the Affoe 
ciation of the Baptifts. The number of ftrangers who flocked 
hither, the refpeétability of the fect, the fimplicity of their princi- 
ples, and the enthufiafm with which their minifters propagate 
their tenets, gave a certain ec/at to their exertions, and a new air 
to the occupations of the city. The affociation met on Friday 
night, the 12th, and difflolved on Monday night, g o’clock. About 
800 ftrangers are eftimated to have been prefent. The ordained 
and licenfed preachers between 30 and 40, of whom fix or feven 
came from the other Affociation diftriats. 

There were no proceedings of a general nature, conducted under 
the aufpices of this meeting. On Sunday forenoon, the preaching 
was carried on at the Capitul, whither flowed a tide of population, 
which the hall of the houfe of delegates could not contain : and at 
the Baptift and Methodift meeting houfes, by different minifters, 
who interchanged in the afternoon. _ A fingular degree of harmo- 
ny is faid to have prevailed amongft all the “ lovers of piety.” 
It was pleafing to fee this fpectacle of concord among them. 
“ The Methodifts, (faid a diftinguifhed Baptilt) aéted on this occa- 
fion a liberal and friendly part, not only in furnifhing their meeting 
houfe from firft to laft, but in attending the meetings at the differ- 
ent places, and in joining with apparent cordiality in the religious 
exercifes.; for which the affociation exprefled their thanks.” 
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This affociation is called the Dover Affociation. There are in 
this diftri@ 37 churches, and 9628 members, as may be feen by 
reference to Semple’s “ Hiftory of the Virginian Baptifts,” pages 
90, 91, a work lately publifhed, and containing a mine of Baptiftical 
information, couched in the cleareft and fimpleft ftyle. 

The government of the Baptift Church is extremely fimple and 
equal. There are fifteen whole affociations in the ftate, befides 
four others which extend into other ftates. Each one has a con- 
ftitution independent of the reft. The government both of the 
affociations, the churches, and indeed of the whole fociety in Vir- 
ginia, and throughout the world, is eminently republican ; for the 
decifions are always made by the majority. They are all ina 
perfect equality, except fo far as they may be diftinguifhed by 
their talents, their enthufiafm, and their fervices. There are no 
dignitaries among their minilfters. 

The purpofe of the affociation is, to advife the churches in 
intricate cafes of difcipline; to preferve an uniformity of senti- 
ments and principles; to cultivate an acquaintance between the 
churches and their members ; and to fupply vacant churches by the 
appointment of neighbouring paltors to attend them at ftated peri- 
ods. According to the Dover conftitution, each church can fend 
5 delegates, and may fend lefs. They are generally felected by 
the votes of the members of the church, and receive no pecuniary 
compenfation for their fervices. 

Befides thefe affociations, there is a more general Convention or 
General Meeting of Correfpondence, which has been on foot for a 
few years, and intended to knit the feveral affociations together. 
It has not, however, yet received the fanétion of all these. bodies 
in Virginia. 

The whole number of Baptifts (communicants) in this ftate, is 
computed by Mr. Semple at 31,052. 

There was a period in this ftate, when the Baptifts and other 
diffenters were perfecuted, anda particular church was favoured 
and eftablifhed by the law. But the revolution of America over- 
threw the defpotifm of the church as well as that of the ftate : as 
our government is independent of Great Britain, fo religion is in. 
dependent of our government. Univerfal toleration is eftablifhed 
by our conftitution and laws, as well as by the feelings of the peo- 
ple. We have arrived at that happy fummit, which had been 
viewed by the fages of Europe, as a theoretical Elyfium, rather to 
be defired than enjoyed ; where every man is free to follow the 
diétates of his own confcience. We have folved the problem, 
which had been fo long agitated in the old world ; we have fhewn 
how much happinefs and harmony fpring from religious Tolera- 
tion. When will the Irifh Catholic, or the Englith Diffenter, be 
able to realize thefe beatific vifions ? 

Even fince the American Revolution, a partial attempt has been 
made to fetter the conscience by legal reftrictions. A bill for a 
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general afleffment was referred to the people by one feflion of the 
general aflembly ; but the Ba tilts came forward en mif?; the 
voice of the people was againtt it, and the moniter expired. The 
next aflembly rejected it ; and in place of it, paffed the celebrated 
* A for eitablifhing Religious Freedom ;” drawn up by the 
luminous and immortal pen of Thomas Jefferfon. 


—ar |: /: ae. 
DR. GILL’S EXPOSITION. 


As a third edition of Dr. Gill’s excellent Commentary is just finished in 
London ; and as the same work is now printing by Mr. W. Woodward 
in Philadelphia ; the following candid recommendation, by a Clergyman 
of the Episcopal church, may not be deemed improper at this time. 


‘IF any one man can’be fuppofed to have trod the whole circle 
of human learning, it was Dr. Girt. His attainments, both in 
abitrufe and polite literature, were (what is very uncommon) 
equally extenfive and profound. Providence had, to this end, endu- 
ed him with a firmnefs of conftitution, and an unremitting vigour 
of mind, which rarely falls to the lot of the fedentary and learned. 
It would, perhaps, try the conititutionsof half the /terasi in En- 
gland, only to read, with care and attention, the Whole of what 
he wrote. 

‘Perhaps no man, fince the days of St. Aufiin, has written fe 
largely, in defence of the fy/iem of Grace; and, certainly, no man 
has treated that momentous fubject, in all its branches, more clofe- 
ly, judicioufly, and fuccefsfully. What was said of Edward the 
Black Prince, That he never fought a Battle, which he did not win ; 
what has been remarked of the great Duke of Marlborough, Vhat 
he never undertook a fiege, which he did not carry ; may be jultly ac- 
commodated to our great Philofopher and Divine; who, /o far as 
the diftinguifhing Doctrines of the Gofpel are concerned, never be- 
fieged an Error, which he did not force from its ftrong holds‘; 
nor ever encountered an Adverfary, whom he did not baffle and 
fubdue. 

‘ His learning and labours, if exceedable, were exceeded only by 
the invariable /andity of his life and converfation. From his child- 
hood, to his entrance on the miniftry ; and, from his entrance on 
the miniftry, to the moment of his diffolution ; not one of his moft 
inveterate oppoflers was ever able to charge him with the leaft 
fhadow of immorality. Huimsexr, no lefs than his writings, pe- 
MONSTRATED that THE Doctrine OF GRACE DOES NOT LEAD 
TO LicENTIOUSNESS. 

‘The Doétor has been accufed of Bigotry, by fome, who were 
unacquainted with his temper and character. Bigotry may be de- 
fined, Such a BLinp and FuRIOUS attachment to any pa rticular principle 
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or fet of principles, as difpofes us to WISH ILL to thofe perfons who di iffer 

from us in judgment. Simple Bigotry, therefore, is, The /pirit of per- 
fecution without the power: and perfecution is no other that Bigotry, 
armed with force and carrying its malevolence into a@. Hence it ap- 
pears, that to be clearly convinced of certain propofitions as true ; 
and to be fedfafin adhering to them, upon that conviction ; nay, 
to afert and defend thofe propofitions, to the utmoft extent of argu- 
ment ; can no more be called Bigotry, than the thining of the fun, 
can betermed oltentation. If, in any parts of his Controvertfial 
writings, the Doétor has been warmed into fome little neglects of 
ceremony towards his affailants ; it is to be afcribed, not to Big- 
otry, (for he poffefled a very large fhare of Benevolence and Can- 
dour) but to that complexional fenfibility, infeparable, perhaps, 
from human nature in its prefent ftate ; and from which, itis cer- 
tain, the Apoltles themfelves were not exempt. 

‘ His Doétrinal and Praétical Writings will live, and be admired, 
and be a ftanding blefling to pofterity ; when their oppofers are 
forgot, or only remembered by the refutations he has given them. 
While true religion, and found learning, have a fingle friend re- 
maining in the Briti/h Empire, the Werks and name of Gite will 
be precious and revered.’ 


A. M. Tortapy, A. B. 
Broad Hembury, Fuly 29th, 1772. 


SPR OC Ot BeBe eR Ae 


THE UNION LECTURE. 


One of our correspondents at Philadelphia thus writes, * Twelve 
Baptist ministers, ten in the City and Liberties, and two of the 
neighbouring brethren, have established in the western part of 
Philadelphia a lecture for Thursday evenings, styled, The Union 
Lecture. It was opened on the 28th of June last, by the Rev. Dr. 
Rogers, in a discourse founded on Luke xiv. 23. ‘ Compel them 
to come in, that my house may be filled.” The week following the 
Rev. Dr. Staughton addressed the People from Ezek. i. 9. * Their 
wings were joined one to another.” 

“© Divine Providence has smiled upon us in the procuring of a 
very large and pleasant room, and we have crowded and solemn 
assemblies. This lecture is one of the comfortable effects of: our 
monthly meetings of ministers. May Jehovah Jesus increase our 
love and zeal, and influence all our ministers in all our cities, towns, 
&e. to come forward boldly and cheerfully to the “ help of the 
‘word against the eer 
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Obituary, 


MEMOIR OF MRS. JUDITH SMITH. 


Died in Haverhill, Nov. 2d, 1810, Mrs. Judith Smith, aged 36 
years, consort of Mr. Jonathan K. Smith. As a companion, 
neighbour and friend, she will long continue in the memory of her 
acquaintance. To eulogize her virtues, would to them be unne- 
cessary, and a trespass upon her particular sentiments ; for she of. 
ten expressed dislike at the extravagant descriptions of human ex- 
cellence so frequent in biographical memoirs, thinking that they 
excited distrust, that such persons rather needed than possessed 
those qualities ascribed to them. 

In early life she had a taste for biblical knowledge ; and after 
her marriage, being favoured to sit under the evangelical ministry 
of the late Dr. Hezekiah Smith, she imbibed correct doctrinal 
sentiments. After the death of that amiable man, and at the 
commencement of the religious revival in Haverhill in 1804, she 
was deeply impressed, professed an acquaintance with the pow- 
er of the gospel, and was baptized. 

Her progress in experimental knowledge was rapid, and her 
unassuming manner and judicious conversation rendered her 
pleasing and instructive. Against fanciful flights she was guard- 
ed, by a scrupulous attachment to scriptural evidences; and from 

a languid insensibility fhe was prevented, by a particular, delight 
in fervent piety. While her friends improved by her acquire- 
ments, they little thought fhe was fo {peedily maturing for a re- 
moval to glory. About eighteen months before her deceafe the 
had a pulmonary attack, which being attended with pains and 
frequent absceffes upon her lungs, forbade hopes of her recovery ; 
but fhe cheerfully encountered the difeafe, and appeared lefs dif- 
compofed than her friends, by faith enduring as feeing him who 
is invifible 

As her diforder increafed and her ficfh wafted, fhe would fre- 
quently fay, * There will be but little left for. worms.” Once after 
a violent fpafm in which it feemed that nature mutt yield, fhe 
tremblingly expreffed to a friend her hope in Chrilt, and mention- 
ed the fatisfaction fhe realized in mufing on Newton’s LXXV 
hymn, and with refumed ftrength and unufual folemnity repeated 
the 4th verfe : 


** I feel this mud-wall’d cottage shake, 
And long to see it fall ; 
That I my willing flight may take, 
To him who is my all.” 


At another time, after being almoft exhaulted by coughing, fhe 
whifpered in grateful accents, “ O how good is God to vitit fuch a 


finner !” 
** Why was I made to hear his voice, 
And enter while there’s rocm 2” 







































“ He did not choofe me becaufe I was better than others, but 
for his Son’s sake.” 


‘‘ Tis he adorn’d my naked soul, 
And made salvation mine ; 
Upon a poor polluted worm, 
He makes his graces shine.” 


& 

“‘ What caufe have I for thankfulnefs! Can it be poffible for 
thofe who know the truth, to think their works can fave them ? 
Our best works are but as filthy rags.” 

“ The Spirit wrought my faith and love, 
And hope, and every grace.” 

“ How can I doubt of this complete falvation? Chrift has un- 
dertook the whole work” — 

—‘* Lest the shadow of a spot, 
Should on my soul be found.” 

Numerous fentences of a fimilar kind were uttered to her 
friends, and fhe rarely let a vifitor pafs without fome well-timed 
addrefs. Her mind was fo elevated with juft fentiments, that 
many fuppofed fhe had no mental trials; but fhe was fo highly 
delighted with the doétrine of Chrift, that complaint feemed un- 
juft, and fhe ftudioufly avoided every expreffion that implied dif- 
truft of the veracity of Chrift. | Her wifh was to recommend re- 
ligion, without faddening her vifitants or feeking commiferation 
by rehearfing her trials, yet to her confidential friends fhe freely 
related her conflicts. Her faith ftrengthened as her diforder in- 
ereafed, and about twelve days before her death, fhe had a pre- 
fentiment of her diffolution, and fixed upon the time. After which 


fhe gradually advanced in intellectual vigour, and approximating to. 


unclouded ferenity, fhe patiently waited the fummons. The day 
before her decease, folemn joy glowed in her countenance, and fhe 
faid to a perfon who fat by, * To be with Chrift is far better. I 
am juft ready to depart. But we fhall meet again beyond forrow. 
You have many opportunities to fpeak of a Saviour.—Do tell fin- 
ners how the doétrine of grace fupports in death.—The merits of 
Chrift alone—Preach Jefus, there is a blefled reward.”—With a 
peculiar emphafis fhe uttered many fimilar thoughts. She endured 
the laft night with unfhaken fortitude, and about 5 o’clock in the 
morning, with a dying addrefs, bade her mother and mother-in- 
law farewell, Then with moving affection, reached her hand to 
her daughter to bid her adieu, having informed them that fhe com- 
mitted her to the care of God. Thencompofedly parted with her 
husband, and faid, her faith continued the fame. A few minutes 
after, fhe afked to be raifed up, when one who ftood by her ob- 
ferved, that her pulfe had flopped. Perceiving this to be the cafe, 
fhe gently raifed her dying hands towards heaven, and with a look 
of indefcribable ferenity, feemed to bid adieu to every thing below 
the fun. She then afked to be laid down, and inftantly fell afleep 
in Jefus, to wake no more until the refurrection morn. Blefed are 
the dead that die in the Lord, 


* 
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Memoirs of Mrs. Ann Pyke. 


MEMOIRS OF MR$. ANN PYKE, 


Who departed this life Sept. 14, 1810, aged 29. 


Arecital of théfexperience of the blessings of the gospel upon the human 
heart, especially in the hour of death, cannot fail to demonstrate its vir- 
tues above the powers of nature. convince its opposers, console the be- 
reaved, and glorify its Divine Author. Upon this conviction, it is with 
grateful satisfaction we draw a short sketch of the expemence, and the 
dying hours of Mrs. Pyke. 


Mrs. Ann Pyke was daughter of Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Catha- 
rine Garniss: and wife of Mr. William H Pyke, of New York. 
Her early life possessed nothing more remarkable than what is 
common to young persons of her age. Sometime after her mar- 
riage, she was deeply impressed with her state as a sinner, and the 
absolute necessity of salvation by Jesus Cnrist; and, under a ser- 
mon delivered on Rev. iii. 7, it pleased the Lord, who possesses the 
keys of life and death, to open hér neart and bestow upon her the 
exceeding riches of his grace. Impressed with a sense of duty 
publicly to testify her faith in the Redeemer ; and in order to en- 
joy the privilege of communication with his church, she was bap- 
tized, and received mto fellowship with the church in Fayette 
Street. under the pastoral care of Rev. John Williams, June 25, 
1809. Here, as well as in her private walks of life, she maintained 
her profession with that humility and stedfastness, which claimed 
the attention and esteem of all around her. 

Anticipating the hour of her confinement, she was strongly per- 
suaded that she should not survive the birth of her child ; and this 
impression abode with her to the very last. Her temper, though 
naturally mild, was at this time rendered more amiable by the ex- 
perience of more abundant grace. Communion with God, mecita- 
tion upon Christ and immortality, were her increasing delight. 
Such was her devout resignation to the will of her heavenly Father, 
that she had no anxiety concerning the approaching event. It 
pleased God, however, to support her in the perilous hour, and 
give her the joy of another living child. But a virulent complaint, 
immediately succeeded her confinement, which bafficd all medical 
aid, and finally terminated in death. 

Our chief intention is to recite, on this recordy some of her last 
interviews with her friends, and her unshaken confidence in God, 
for future felicity ; ardently wishing it may have a salutary influ- 
ence upon every reader. 

After the birth of her child, Mrs. Pyke expressed her thankful- 
ness to God for his delivering mercy ; but, said she, “my dear Hen- 
ry, I shall not be long with you. __I give you solemn charge to 
pring up my children in the fear of the Lord; and, be particular 
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to place them under the care of pious instructors.”—Three days be- 
fore her death, her father asked her of the state of her mind. She 
replied, she was going to die ; but was ‘perfectly happy in her 
mind ; expressed a great sense of her unworthiness, and the pre- 
ciousness of Christ her Redeemer.—The day before her departure, 
her minister made her a visit ; she said to him, thet she was happy 
in the Lord; and in the most affectionate marfher embraced his 
hand at parting, saying, “ Farewell . we are only to part for a lit- 
tle while ; we shall soon meet again, to part no more.”—On the 
same day, her husband kneeling at her bed side, she prayed with a 
voice that seemed more than her own. She began her fervent sup- 
plications for her parents; her brothers and sisters; that they 
might know the Lord ; for her children, her husband, and pastor 3 
for the people of God universally ; and, that the Lord would pour 
out his Spirit upon all mankind ; hasten the time when all shall know 
him from the least to the greatest. She then prayed for her hus- 
band. This was, indeed, an affecting scene! In the most solemn | 
manner, she placed both her hands upon his head, and fervently 
prayed for his preservation and happiness. When observing him 
in tears, she said, * How can you weep, and wish to hinder me 
from going to your God, and my God, to your Father and to my 
Father !”? She then with great joy sang part of the 146th Psalm. 


‘¢ ll praise my Maker while I’ve breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers : 
My days of praise shall ne’er be past, 
While life and thought and being last, 
Or immortality endures.” 


Sometime after, seeing her sister set by the bed-side, weeping, 
she said, “ are you crying because I am going to die ? Death has no 
sting to me.” ‘Then bending towards the window, as though she 
courted death, she exclaimed, * QO death, where is thy sting ? O grave, 
awhere is thy victory ? Christ hath taken away the sting of death !” 
This sister having been baptized with her, on profession of faith, 
she said, “ Remember, we were both buricd together with Christ, 
in baptism; and now | am going home before you. Be careful 
not to wound the cause of Christ ; and let nothing in this world de- 
coy you away.”—To another sister, she said, ** what a dreadful 
thing it must be to meet death unprepared! Death to me has no 
terror; but what will become of those who have no interest in 
Christ ?’——Turning to her mother, she addressed ker, “do you 
weep for me? don’t weep, but rejeice ; rejoice that { am going to 
be happy.’—She then inquired, what hour it was; and being 
informed, she exclaimed, 


** Fly swiftly round, ye wheels of time, 
And bring the welcome day !” 




















382 Elegy on the Death of Mrs. Pike. 


On the day of her death, the powers of nature visibly déclined. 
She spake little, only saying to her husband, once more, “ lift me 
up in your arms.” And, in the final conflict of death, without a 


rruggle or a groan, she breathed her last in the bosom of her 
or ° 


* 
~~~ Gee - ~~ 


ELEGY 


On the death of Mrs. Ann Pyke. 


Ah stay, ye smoothly gliding floods ! 

Ye tuneful warblers of the woods, 
And wear a sombrous gioom : 

Another spirit swift has fled, 

*Neath yon cold sod she rests her head, 
And slumbers in the tomb, 


Breathe to her shade, ye tuneful train, 

In murm’ring sound, your sweetest strain, 
Round her untimely bier ; 

You to whom virtue has acharm, 

Whose breast with sympathy is warm, 
Go drop the pensive tear. 


Could a fond heart that sought to know, 
And wish’d to soften others’ wo, 

The wretch from ill to save ; 
Or could a mind with knowledge blest, 
Or virtues smiling at her breast, 

E’er shelter from the grave : 


She had not fall’n—death’s cruel dart 
Had never pierc’d her gentle heart, 
Or call’d forth all our grief: 
i She still had liv’d, and still been nigh 
To wipe the tear from sorrow’s eye, 
And sweetly give relief. 


But ah! she’s gone to that sad bourne, 
From which no travellers return, 

' Where tears are wip’d away— 
The grave—where joys and sorrows cease, 


And noisy tumults sink to peace, 
Where Sol withholds his ray. 


There she nor sees the falling tears, 
Nor plaints of lov’d relations hears, 
Of husband, children, sire ; 
But wafted through the realms of light, 
On airy wings she takes her flight, 
Where breathes the trembling lyre. 


Mid angel spirits of the blest, 
She there enjoys eternal rest, 
Warm’d in her Maker’s ray, 
There lost in bliss she feels that heav’n, 
To virtuous souls forever giv’n, 


Amidst perpetual day. 
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